INTRODUCTION
Due to the immense interest in forest fire control the capability to predict fuel loadings (weight per unit area) has become of utmost importance.
Fuel loading is an entity that can be correlated readily with fire behavior and can possibly point the way to predicting fire damage in both prescribed burns and wildfire situations.
Probably the best approach for estimating fuel loadings in western forests is that compiled by Brown (1974) We feel that our results can and should be used in conjunction with Brown's inventory method which deals more specifically with down and dead trees and slash.
As Brown writes (p. 2), his method "... avoids the timeconsuming, costly, and often impractical task of collecting and weighing large quantities of forest debris."
It must be mentioned, though, that estimating fuel weight via specific gravity (the basis of Brown's method) is less accurate than actually weighing the fuel.
Our research in prescribed burning necessitated the collection and weighing of moderate sized samples of 0l3 and 02^soil horizons.
Since these data were costly to collect and regression equations based on them have been useful to us, we have tabulated 01 -Organic horizons in which the original form of most vegetative matter is visible to the naked eye. Corresponds to the H layer described in the literature on forest soils (Wilde 1958 , Soil Survey Staff 1951 and 1962 , Buol et al 1973 4 02 -Organic horizons in which the original form of most plant or animal matter cannot be recognized by the naked eye.
Corresponds to the H layer described in the literature on forest soils (Wilde 1958 , Soil Survey Staff 1951 and 1962 , Buol et al. 1973 Two subplots were sampled for each plot in the xeric area where the most permanent plots were located, and three were sampled for each plot in the mesic areas where fewer permanent plots were located. Thus, subplot numbers collected from each area were approximately equal. Ffolliott. gm/cc for the 2 layer. There were no significant differences within and between the sampling areas for the mean bulk densities cf the soil surface organic layers It should be pointed out, however, that bulk densities varied by a factor of 4 at the 1-cm depth in the 01 layer and a factor of 5 at the 1-cm depth in the 2 layer. The same degree of variability occurred in the data shown in Ffolliott et al. (1968 Ffolliott et al. ( , 1976 
